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npower North East Disability Sports Awards 17th March 2010
Venue: Durham County Cricket Club Riverside Chester le Street  
ITV Tyne Tees and Border News Presenter Ian Payne will be the host for the afternoon. We are expecting local Paralympic athlete Hazel Robson, and Newcastle Falcons Director of Rugby, Steve Bates, as well as Peter Barron Editor of the Northern Echo, Helen Weston former Equity Champion Regional Sports Board, Mick Davison EFDS Board member, Kevin Rodgers npower Community Relations Manager, Yorkshire and Durham Cricket Club first team Coach Geoff Cook.
7 Awards will be presented as well as 3 npower bursaries and an EFDS Clubmark Accreditation Certificate

Award winners

Young Female Achiever: Eleni Papadopoulos. Presented by Kevin Rodgers, npower Community Relations Manger Yorkshire Seventeen year old Eleni from Gateshead had an accident when she was just six and the nerve and tissue damage means she has limited use of her left arm. She won this award last year and since then her achievements have gone from strength to strength. Eleni is studying for her A levels at Newcastle Royal Grammar School and as well as her studies and extensive training she is a member of the  World Class Development Programme and an Ambassador for the 2012 Paralympic potential programme, she is one of the most exciting prospects for the 2012 Paralympics. On her senior debut at the IPC European Championships Eleni won silver medals in the 100m butterfly and the 200m individual medley. She also became British Champion in the womens 100m butterfly breaking the British record for the second time in two weeks. In addition to these amazing achievements Eleni has won countless medals and competitions including 6 golds at the DSE Open National Championships at Ponds forge Sheffield. Altogether another amazing year for Eleni.

Young Male Achiever Matthew James Wylie: Presented by Mick Davison EFDS Board Member 
Matthew, aged 13 is a pupil at Biddick Sports College Washington. He has shown tremendous determination and dedication to improve his times through his training with the City of Sunderland Swimming Club and has had an altogether amazing year. He is a member of the North East Regional Disability Squad and is also on the regional Talent programme. In his class, S9 he holds 3 British records (subject to ratification) in the 400 medley, 200 butterfly and 800 freestyle. He has risen up the European and World rankings in both short and long course and his individual achievements are too numerous to mention. He has excelled in the DSE and CP National competitions as well as l competitions and galas across the North East region. Matthew has shown that he is willing to put in the hard work and training needed to achieve his ambition of representing his country and perhaps swim at the Paralympics. 

Club of the Year and winner of an npower Bursary : The John Spence Tuesday Club Presented by Geoff Cook County Durham Cricket Clubs First Team Coach
The John Spence Tuesday Club was formed in 2002 and has been nominated for this award every year for as long as we can remember. It is a multi sport youth club which provides sporting opportunities for children of all ages and disabilities. It offers a wide range of recreational and competitive sports and physical activities with the support of young leaders from schools across North Tyneside. 
Throughout 2009 The Tuesday club has again increased its numbers and now has more than 50 members. This year the club has placed a  focus on those children with sensory needs with the support of their new Occupational Therapy partners. Parachutes and sensory equipment are available. The Club aims to provide a wide variety of sports activities to meet the needs of all. Some of these activities lead to competitive opportunities for those who want to take part. They have had success in gymnastics, athletics, boccia and the Kielder Challenge, they are also developing links to competition in trampolining. They have a vast range of activities available inside and out  they include badminton table tennis, volleyball, archery, new age kurling,  golf, football, cricket, rounders, cycling and athletics to name just a few – there are many more! 

npower Partnership Award The RFU - Presented to Dave Reed by Newcastle Falcons Director of Rugby, Steve Bates 
The RFU is offering opportunities to play rugby for 150 Learning Disabled children. They are delivering six week programmes of coaching which all culminate with a competitive match. 150 players have been coached so far with 50 moving on through the pathway into clubs. This is fantastic progress in one year to successfully integrate so many young disabled players into mainstream clubs. The RFU have provided great support to ensure that the many barriers to participation in mainstream clubs for these children are overcome. In 2009 EFDS has been particularly impressed with the way that the RFU has worked with us and engaged with other partners to increase the opportunities in the game for disabled people.

In September 2010, the RFU plans to team up with the EFDS to run a club development event which will engage rugby clubs and volunteers in Durham and Teesside. At the event, clubs will have the chance to learn from good inclusive practice and begin to be supported with inclusive club planning themselves. Having an inclusive rugby club network in the North East would be a fantastic outcome for disabled people.


Female Personality: Lucy Ellen Gardener –Presented by Paralympic athlete Hazel Robson - Lucy also receives an npower bursary 
Lucy, from Stockton on Tees has been kayaking for 5 years now she has achieved so much in such little time. Lucy has competed in a number of national, regional and local competitions. In August 2009 Lucy was entered into the World Championships in Canada. This was the first time disabled kayaking had been included and Lucy was the first lady to represent GB in this category, she was placed 5th in the world in the 200m race. Later, in September she won the ladies National Championship.  Lucy is now focussing on the 2010 World Championships in Poland, her sport is not included in the 2012 Paralympics but she has her sights set on 2016.


Male Personality: Will Smith - Presented by Pater Barron, Editor Northern Echo   
Newcastle University student William Smith from Prudhoe Northumberland was last year’s young male achiever, and at the age of 19 he has had another fantastic year reaching a ranking of 3rd in the world in singles, and 23rd in doubles. He represented England in the German Open International tournament in May 2009 and won bronze medals in both singles and doubles. His other achievements include silver medals in both single and doubles at the 4 Nations Disability Tournament in England in February 2009, and the same tally at the 4 Nations Tournament in Scotland. In both the Wales and Ireland legs he won gold in the singles and silver in the doubles.   

Clubmark Accreditation Certificate: Presented to Anthony Hall from the Actionnaires by Jean Lordon, Executive Director Tees Valley Sport

EFDS Clubmark is the accreditation mark of high quality multi sport and single sport junior disability clubs in England. 

The 4 County Sport Partnerships in the North East are all licensed to award Clubmark. This has supported disability sports clubs from the region to work towards and achieve Clubmark accreditation. We are very proud to have our very first EFDS Clubmark Club in the region; Middlesbrough Actionnaires.


npower bursary Sue Clarke Presented by Helen Weston (former Equity Champion Regional Sports Board) 
Sue from Thornaby, Stockton on Tees has been running the C.H.I.L.D Swimming club every Sunday morning  for over three decades. She teaches disabled children and their families how to swim through numerous swimming techniques. Sue was only a teenager when she first got involved in helping with the disability swimming club, her love for the sport and passion for the young people to achieve they goal inspirited Sue to start running the club alone. Sue has taught generations of families every Sunday morning at Thornaby pool and her objective has always been to involve the whole family. The club is the only club in Stockton that teaches young people with a disability and their Family how to swim without Sue’s hard work the majority of young people who have a disability in Stockton would not be able to swim. Every year Sue holds a gala to celebrate the achievements of the young people and their families, the event is a great success and a great way to end the hard year.


Service to Sport Award: Keith Wilcox presented by - A group of Special Olympic Athletes 
Keith, from Guisborough founded Skelton and Cleveland Special Olympics in 1982, he was elected as Chairperson and still holds the position today. He is the club’s football coach and takes an active role in fundraising for the group. In 1987 he formed the North Region Special Olympics and has been their Chair ever since. Keith has organized countless regional events over the years ranging from swimming, boccia, short mat bowls and football. He has managed the Special Olympics Northern Region Team at every National Championships taking over 180 athletes to each one – and he knows them all by name. He has also taken teams to World and European Championships, and was Head of Delegation for Special Olympics GB at the World Games in China 2007.  He is also involved with Great Ayton Cricket and Football club - he is Chairperson, pitch marker, kit washer, fundraiser you name it he does it. 

In 2009 Keith once again took on the role of Team Manager at the National Games in Leicester, he led a team of 193 athletes and 83 coaches taking part in some 15 disciplines. His daughter Sally has been involved from an early age and is now a committed volunteer  went along as his assistant – keeping it all in the family. Keith has a lovely manner and is looked up to and respected by all his athletes he is a worthy winner of this award.


Quote from Patrick Bonner
Patrick Bonner the EFDS Regional Development Manager said “These awards are a fantastic way to celebrate the successes of our disabled sports stars in the North East. The awards are also a great opportunity to acknowledge some of the fantastic work that clubs, organisations and individual volunteers do in the region. This is the 8th year npower have sponsored our EFDS sports programme and awards, and we have certainly seen the huge value their contribution has made to disability sport in the North East.”
Quote from Gary Doig 
Gary Doig, npower’s Community Investment Manager said, “npower is passionate about working in the communities in which we operate. We really value the partnership we have enjoyed with the EFDS in the region for the last 8 years. Our continued financial and employee volunteer support enables the provision of events for disabled people through the npower Active programme. The North East Disability Sports Achievement Awards has become an annual highlight in the calendar and I very much look forward to recognising and rewarding the efforts of the inspiring people who ensure disability sport continues to go from strength to strength across the region.’’
Joyce Jones
EFDS North East
17th March 2010

For further information contact Patrick Bonner EFDS North East on 0191 3347207 or 07764 291667 or Joyce Jones 0191 3347208 
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