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Hello - welcome to the May edition of the Inspire newsletter!  

Preparations for London 2012 seem to gather pace daily. The Olympic and Paralympic sports facilities are taking shape magnificently in the Park, and last week the world welcomed the shiny mascot duo Wenlock and Mandeville.  

The Inspire Programme is also gaining momentum: We are delighted to let you know that Saleha Williams has joined LOCOG to lead and manage the Inspire Programme.
 
Saleha has over 20 years' extensive experience, having worked with the BBC and Government bodies world-wide. She is keen to meet as many of you as possible over the coming months.

Inspire Network
We hope you’re all ‘booked in’ and looking forward to the second Inspire network event which will take place in the lovely surroundings of the Music School at Leeds University on 15 June.  If you haven’t already done so, please confirm your place as soon as possible with our colleague Nikki. 

If you can’t make this event, don’t worry, we’ll be in Manchester on 15 September.

National Volunteer Week

This week is National Volunteer Week - good timing for Volunteering England and YouthNet to launch a wealth of new resources that you might find very useful. These are part of their Inspiration and Legacy from the 2012 Games project and include a guide to developing Games-inspired volunteering, sources of funding support, flyers and web banners. 

This Inspire project is also bringing workshops to a venue near you! 30 free regional workshops supporting organisations to develop Games-inspired volunteering opportunities are taking place across England between now and April. Subscribe to their project e-newsletter to be the first to find out dates in your area and how to book your free place.

New Inspire Projects

A number of great Inspire projects have been licensed over recent weeks.  

An exciting new art-based project called the Art of History has been granted the Inspire mark. Using the unique talents of exhibition artist, Sampson Towgood Roch, and the Paralympic Values of Inspiration and Equality, NMNI and ADF partnered up to set a personal best challenge to disabled visual artists in Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland.

Steps to Inclusion is the first disability-themed project in Yorkshire to be recognised by the Inspire programme. Lead by the FDSO, the project incorporates a series of training and development opportunities to support community sports clubs become more inclusive for disabled people, inspiring everyone to achieve their personal best.

Events in May

There has been no shortage of inspired activity across the country this month either.

The inspire project All Our Saturdays recently launched its bid to the public to find a Young Sports Journalist of the Year in association with with the Belfast Telegraph. This is an excellent opportunity for young people to showcase their writing talent and gain experience with some of the best sports writers in Northern Ireland.

Also in Northern Ireland, The Pitch is an Inspire project led by the Department of Hospitality and Tourism Management at the University of Ulster. It involves students developing a business plan based on an opportunity arising from the 2012 Games, and pitching it to a team of experts. 

On 5 May, the students pitched their finalised business plans to the panel. Peter McNeilly (see photo above), a final Year BSc (Hons) International Travel & Tourism student came up trumps with his winning proposal for an indoor ski slope in Belfast’s Titanic Quarter.

Under the watchful eye of 1948 Olympians Tommy Godwin and Alan Geldard, 180 primary school children took part in a re-enactment of the 1948 London Olympic Torch Relay as part of the third annual Loughborough Flames Festival on 12 May 2010. 

This project celebrates a partnership between Loughborough College and the British Heart Foundation and is the first project in the East Midlands to be approved for a national roll-out.

The first Art of Sport Festival took place in Dorset on Friday 7 May. Over 400 year seven pupils from Wey Valley School and Budmouth Technology College travelled to the Redlands Community Sports Hub in Weymouth to participate in fun-filled activities organised by RELAYS.

The day gave pupils the opportunity to take part in a range of different sporting and cultural activities, including streetdance, rocketball, skateboarding and catapult painting, with a ceremony incorporating the Olympic and Paralympic Values closing the day.

If you have a project that has been inspired by the 2012 Games, apply online now at london2012.com/beinspired to become part of the Inspire family. If you are already part of Inspire, share your stories with us, so we can pass the inspiration on.      
Thanks for your hard work. And remember to ask everyone you talk to how they have been inspired!

 

Best wishes, 

 

The Inspire team

inspire.mark@london2012.com
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Welcome to the mascots!
Meet Wenlock, the London 2012 Olympic mascot, and Mandeville, the London 2012 Paralympic mascot. It’s well worth looking at the stories behind these two!
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Let's Get Cooking!
Jonathan blogs from a Junior School in Edmonton where he launched the Inspire project 'Let's Get Cooking Around The World'.
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Arches Games
Over 1,000 school children competed in a number of Olympic and Paralympic sports at The Arches Partnership Games 2010.
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North-east England Legacy Games
Young people of all abilities were really keen to get involved in the North East England Legacy Games which took place last Friday. 
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Useful links

· Unsubscribe 
· Inspire website 

· London 2012 Twitter 

· London 2012 YouTube 

Up and coming

·  
1–31 June - Metro-Boulot-Dodo's 'Whispers from a Rickshaw' premiered at Nottingham's Hatch: Across Festival on Tuesday 1 June 2010. The project has a number of other performance dates scheduled.
1-8 June - Sport for LIFE festivals at The University of Ulster for the children who have participated in the Inspire project. Olympic cyclist and gold medallist Wendy Houvenaghel will be attending the festival on 4 June at the University's Jordanstown campus.
1–9 June - Ideas4Innovation is a competition aimed at harnessing great ideas from Britain's students, scientists, engineers and inventors to boost the performances of Britain's athletes at the Games. The applicants with the best ideas can win up to £25,000 to see their idea realised to benefit British athletes in time for the 2012 Games.

14–22 June – LEAP Bus school workshop, multimedia education road show. Thames Valley University will deliver school workshops as part of the LEAP (Learning through Art Practice) education programme from 14-22 June 2010 with a bus multimedia road show.
13–17 June – Village Screen 2010: We return to the Glastonbury Festival for a second year with two giant screens showcasing the talent of young film makers from across the UK
23–26 June - Echo Echo Dance Theatre began the official countdown to The Chess Piece on Tuesday 1 June when rehearsals began in the dance studio. Performances will be running from Wednesday 23-26 June. 
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